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By the end of this lesson, students will be

Losal ; able to:
e n Name some small animals.
~ Describe the key features of some small
Hey,Words animals.
insect (E¢) Identify which small animals are insects.
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This lesson is about helping students

OYActivityJi to understand the wide variety of small

Where can you see these small animals? Draw lines.

animals that are all around us and to notice
their similarities and differences. Students
use hand lenses to look closely at their key
features, and learn to identify which small
animals are insects.

StimulusA'ctivity)

The stimulus activity shows Tom and
Mary looking closely at a butterfly. They
find out that by using a hand lens they
can see how beautiful the butterfly’s wings are. This emphasizes the need for careful
observation. Encourage students to share some of their experiences about butterflies

or other small animals that they have seen, and perhaps give descriptions about their
features.

IA'c Civicy Al

In this activity, students match pictures of common small animals to where they might
be found. There are suggestions for the answers. Other answers are possible. Students
might say that they have also seen ladybirds on a tree, for example. Encourage such
responses where students have first-hand experience.
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In this activity, students complete a table

for a range of small animals, indicating gRctivityj2
. Do these small animals have legs or wings? How do they move?
whether or not they have legs or wings Write the numbers.

nd how they move. If ible, brin [ P T
a ow they move. If possible, bring g A . ;
some insects, worms, snails, etc. into u : i’ & )fl

class, or alternatively use images from

the attached CD-ROM 1 or Internet. p ga %
Work through the answers with students — } w .
to make sure they understand what they

need to do. As students begin completing o o e o SRS
| have legs 2,3 4,67, 8
the table, encourage them to talk together I have wings 3,678
and share their ideas and experiences ::"’"" : 2 ‘7‘ g L)
'I"- 9 9 9
about the small animals they have seen. 1 cravd () 1, 5

Be ready to intervene in the discussions
and help students to explain their ideas,
particularly if there are disagreements.

The snail is interesting because it does
not have legs, but the large, flat area
of its body outside the shell is called its .

“foot”. It moves by “crawling” along the

slime that it produces. This slime protects

the snail from injury, and because it is sticky it also helps the snail to crawl up surfaces,
acting as a kind of glue. The slime left behind by the snail can sometimes be seen in

the form of a long silver track on paths or rocks. Note also that some ants do have
wings. As part of the reproductive cycle of some ant species, winged ants are produced.
Winged males mate with winged females, and the females go on to become “queens”
(losing their wings in the process). Worms do not have legs, but they are covered in tiny
hairs (called “setae”) that help them pull and push themselves along.
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How many legs do these small animals have? Write the numbers.

WA

Animals with six legs are called “insects”, Circle them.
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In this activity, students observe

more closely the small animals they
are familiar with and begin using the
humber of legs as a way of classifying
them. Students count the number of
legs of each small animal shown in the
pictures, and record these on the lines.
Encourage students to count in English.

Small animals with six legs are classified
as “insects”. Ask students to practise
saying the sentence: “(Bees/Ladybirds/
Ants) have six legs. They are insects.”

This activity can be extended for high-
achieving students by asking them to
hote the body structure common to
insects. In addition to having six legs,

all insects have three main parts of the
body: the head, the middle section called
the “thorax”, and a larger section at the
end called the “abdomen”. (The ladybird
may be a challenge here, as the thorax
is relatively difficult to see.)
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Students observe images of small
animals, and some real ones if possible.
Observing and describing are the main
activities to support learning in this
lesson.

'et’siPractise!

During this lesson, you might have
noticed students talking about other
small animals. This is an opportunity for
students to talk more about other small
animals such as flies, wasps and beetles,
and to draw pictures of them. Encourage
students to talk about where they can see
these animals. Ask students which small
animals they like, and which they do

-

Now/I[Know ™

There are many Kinds of small animals.
Insects have six legs.

Howjl Know /"3

V. | looked for (% 4%) small animals. ¢
V' | observed them with a hand lens (i 8. ﬂ ﬂ
V/ | counted their legs. S *'r:ﬁ ‘

Uet’s|Practise!
Do you know some small animals? Where can you see them?
Diraw a picture.
v
Eh_-.l-;-,.
L |
e
™
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not. Students might think that some small animals such as butterflies and ladybirds are

appealing because of their colourful appearance. High-achieving students might respond

that insects such as honeybees and silkworms are useful to human beings, in the
production of honey and silk. On the other hand, small animals like flies and mosquitoes

spread disease.
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CHBRIRR AT o EFRERACT I A e T2 0, ab il MR ROK — R B
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