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By the end of this lesson, students will be

able to:
State that some spiders make webs.

ay State that some spiders use their webs
Hey jords to catch prey.
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This lesson is about spiders. Students

develop their knowledge of the world of
these fascinating creatures. They have the
opportunity to make a model of a spider’s
web and to tell a story about how spiders
E > catch their prey.
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The cartoon shows an image of a fly
caught in a spider’s web, with no spider

e in sight. Discuss with students what they
can see and ask them to think of what

might happen next. Answers might be
that a spider rushes out and gets the fly, or the fly might wriggle around and escape
from the web.
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Following on from the stimulus activity, ask students to draw a spider’s web from
memory, or take them outside to look for webs. You might find webs in trees and shrubs
or underneath windowsills on buildings.

Then ask students to share their ideas about why spiders make webs. Some spiders use
webs as their homes, while others use webs to catch prey as well.
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In this activity, students are encouraged
to think about the different kinds of
webs and how spiders use different
webs to catch prey. Students study the
pictures and read the descriptions in
order to match them.

Discuss with students their reasons for
matching the statements and pictures
— what clues were there in the pictures?
Most commonly we see a spiral orb web
strung across branches, waiting for a fly
or moth to collide with it. However, there
are other web designs. The ogre-faced
spider, common in tropical regions,
holds a net web between its long legs,
and throws its web to catch the prey.
The funnel web spider, common in
Australia, constructs a funnel shaped
web and lurks for prey in the small end
of the funnel.
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Some spiders spin webs (517). Match (A7) the spiders to their
webs, Draw lines.

a funnel (R
&) web

an orb (##: -
#7) web

1 it for (4

a fiy Lo come

a net [R5
i) web

You might find some interesting videos to show how different kinds of spiders use their

webs to catch prey. Some spiders have very unusual webs. There is even a spider that
builds its web under water. It is called the “diving bell spider”. Although the web is under

water, it contains air for the spider to breathe.
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Make your own (E 2 #3) spider web,

- o
Add a ;pidEr and a fly.
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In this activity, students make their own
webs. First, each student will need a
small frame to hold their web. You can
use a forked twig or make a frame from
sticks or drinking straws. Next, using
about two metres of string, tie one end
securely to one of the forks on the frame
and then wind the string across to the
other fork to represent how a spider
would spin its web. The web models do
not have to be perfect webs. Students
will have fun making their own versions
of a web. When students have used up
their string, tell them to tie it or tape it
down so that the web does not unravel.

Students then draw a picture of a spider
and a fly and cut them out. Use adhesive
tape to stick the spider and the fly to the
web or cut a small slit in the paper so that
they can be slotted onto the string.

Tell students to think about their spider and fly model and make up a story about the
spider and the fly. Ask them to take it in turns telling their story to a partner and then to
tell their partner two things that they liked best about their partner’s story.
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This activity engages students through
singing a song about a spider and a fly,
to the tune of “Half a Pound of Tuppenny
Rice” (known in some places as “Pop!
Goes the Weasel”). Students can sing the
song and use their models to act out the
story of the spider and the fly. Perhaps
one half of the class can sing the song
while the other half act out the story.
Then students can swap roles and sing
the song again.
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Learning in this lesson takes place

through observing, but also through the
process of making a model of a web and
acting out the story of the spider and the

fly.
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How does a spider catch a fly? Sing the song.
; T m -'I..-'_'_';' ::J'; 5 | .__
Spider, spider, make a web.
Try (5] to catch a fly.

Spider, spider, hide away.

Wait for your fly

Spider, spider, here he comes,
Here comes your fly,
Catch him with your sticky [&i85) web.

Pocr (S14583), poor fly,

(Mow I [Know ™Y

Some spiders make webs,
Spiders use their webs to catch prey (35 %).

How/l [ Know/"H

V. | looked for (F4) spiders’ webs,
V' | ohserved them closely.
V. | made a spider web model (188),
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